„ » $4 $a "IF. 
8 * 82 BRETT EY . 
„ 1 1 * 5 4. , i * 
a, © * Gon a » 


a * 
2 3 . 
7 63 iT 8 
( 8 N * 8 
— | * TY © 4 
0 - . » * 
: © ** * 
— — * 1 
D 4 44 3 


" 3 ; x E | ; 4 2 
= rag N 
8! IAMEFUL, | 


D 


Preacted ot the Lord's Day, Apri! 21. 
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By BENJAMIN WADSWORTH, A. M. 
Paſtor of a Church there. 
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8 viii. 17. If ſo be that we ſuffer with him, hat | |- 
we may be alſo glorified together. | 
Rev. xii. i i. They overcame hm by the blood of the T amb, 


and by the word of thew Teſtimony, and 98 loved not 95 þ 
* et to the Death. _ 
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PET. W. 16. 


72 T if « any Man fuffer a 4 Chrifliang 
let him not be aſbamæd, but let him 
ori God on bi behalf. 
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World, we're liable to Suffer- 
ings even from Men; if we 
Suffer from them, it muſt be 
for ill doing or well doing. The 1 
former of theſe is eautiond A 
againſt, in the preceeding % 
Verſe: Ler none of you ſuffer 1 

v. . murderer, or as a ihief, or as an evil dier, 

Cr 4; 15 loch in olver mens matters. But 
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2 It's Hononrable, not ſhameful, 


what if we Suffer for well do ng, for being Chri/-Be 
 72ans, for profeſſing the truths and obeying thehn! 
laws of Chriſt} Our Text directs, if any Perſon pe. 
thus ſuffers, even as a Chriſtian, then let him not n 
be aſba med, &c. Four things may here be ſpo- N. 
ken to, (1.) We ſbould be Chriftions, (2.) If wer 
are jo, we may Suffer for ir. (3.) If we don 
we ſhould not be aſhamed, But, (4.) Should glo- 
7ify God in this behalf, 8 | 
I. WE fhould be Chriſtians, What's meant! 
by this? I might premiſe, and ſay in general, f. 
Sin is a Tranſgrejlion of God's Law, the Wa- 
ges of Sin is Death. The Devi! was the Fir 
inner, by his Temptations he drew our Firſt Fa- 
7ents (in whoſe Covenant all their Poſterity 
were included) into Sin, and thereby into Mi. 
ſery. Therefore the Devil is called, a Marde- 
rer from the beginning, Joh. 8. 44. Put Jeſus 
Chriſt, God-Man-Mediator, was manifeſted, that 
he might deſiroy the works of the devil, 1 Jah. 3.8. 
. Chriſt came to Save Sinners, to ſave them from 
Sin, from Wrath to come; and to make them 
Holy and Happy for ever. This way of Salvar gl. 
tion is made known to us in God's Book, the 
Hoy Bible: Al Scripture 1s given by inſpiration 
of God: ihe Holy Scripturcs are able t make wiſe 
to Salvation, thro' faith in Chriſt Feſus. 2 Tim. 
2-15, 36. 5 BE 
HAVING premiſed theſe general Hints, Th 
might ſay, if we (Iſpeak now of Perſons Adult, 
or grown up) would be r7ue Ciniftians and carry 
it as ſuch; then, we muſt believe the Holy 
: 55 5 OE, Scr g= 
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If. 26. 4. And be ſtrong in the Grace iber ig 


in Chriſt Agſus. We muſt Pray to God, in Se- 

cret, in our Families, keep the Sabbafh f that is? 
the Lord's Day) holy. We muſt attend. Gods 
Publick Worſhip on His holy Sabbaths, { if we 
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briſ-Periptures to be the Infallible Word of God, the 
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erſonſpeartily exerciſe Repentance towards God, am 

not Faith towards our Lord Jeſur Chriff; Acts 20. 21. 
We muſt Repent and turn from our Sina, ant 
ruſt only in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for Pardon 
and Juſtification before God. Wöhgſaer be 
rb in him, ſhall have Remiffion*ofs Sins, Acts 
10. 43. We muſt truſt in the Lord forever, 
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ave Opportunity) in Praying, Singing Palms, 


Hearing the Word Preached. Heh. 10. 25. Not 
orſaking tbe aſſembling your ſelves, &c, We 


muſt receive the Ordinances, the Sacraments ap- 
Pointed 
recaiv'd it already. Go. teach (or as the Word 
Henifies, Diſciple, or make Diſciples of) all Na- 

| Mat. 28. 19. And the 
Lord's Supper, concerning which Chriſt ſaid, 
Luke 22. 19. This do in Remembrance of me. We 
& muſt walk by Faith, believing the Future, Eter- 


by Chriſt, viz. Baptijm, if we have not 


tions Baytia ing tbem, &c. 


nal things reveal'd in Scripture, tho' now In u- 
ble to us : 


ences void of offence towards God and Men. We 
ſhould Act as the Goſpel teaches, Denying un- 
godlineſs and worldly laſis living fob:rly, righies 


Heb. II. I. 2 Cor. 4. 18. We muſt 
| diligently ſtrive to be Holy in Heart and Life, 
in all manner of Converſation ; to have Conſci- 
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ouſly, gollily in'this preſent world, (Tit.2.1 1,12, 
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earth. We ſhould have our Treaſures, Hearts 
- . Converſation in Heaven; cleanſing our ſelves 
Fron al! filihineſs'of fleſh & ſpirit, perfecting bo 


- abide with God, 1 Cor. 7. 24. Whether we cat 
drink, or whatever we do; we ſhould do all to the 
 "gloryof God, ( 1 Cor. 10, 3 1.) Walking worthy 
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we may then be truely called true Chriſtians. 


lievers in Chriſt, and Unbelievers: The Children 
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even as Strangers & Prigrims in it; ſetting our 
Bffettiohs on things above, and not on things on tbe 


tenefs in the Fear of God, 2 Cor 7. 1. We ſhould, 


love God with all our hearts, and our Nei gh. 
'bours as our ſelves, as we have Opportunity dc 


Of 
if 
be / 


ing good to all Men. We ſhould do the Dutie 
of the ſeveral Relations we ſuſtain, as Huſbands 
Wives, - Parents, Children, Maſters, Servants 
Ne. Let every man wherein be 1s called, therein 


the 
47 


of him to all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good. 


work, Col. 1.10, If we're hearty in acting aj; 


greably to theſe general hints briefly mentioned ge 
an 

2. 1F we are jo, we may Suffer for it. 2 TimByf 
3.12. 4/1 that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus foi 


ſhall ſuffer perſecution, There are in genera pr 
but two ſorts of Perſons in the World, true Be-. 


4 
: 


of God, and the Children of rhe Devil, (1 Joh 3. 10. 
The followers of Chriſt, and the followers of the 


ee ee eee 1 as 1 


Devil. The Children of the Devil, the Unrege- 
nerate, often hate the Children of God, and va- 


rious ways ſhew ill-will unto them. Pſal. 37 12. 


The wicked plotteib againſt the Fut, and gnaſber) 
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to Suffer for CHRIST. 3 


I, 12. Nu pon bim with bis teetb. There's Enmity be- 
8 Ou ween the Seed of the Woman, and the Seed of 
on tbe he Serpent. Gal. 4. 29. He that was born after 
earts he geſh, perſecuted him that was born after the 
elves pirit, ſo it is now, Cain was of that wicked one, 
ng bo the Devil, ) and flew his Brother; and where- 
ould, flew be him? Becauſe bis own works were evil, 
elghÞi.nd bis Brother's rightcous, 1 Joh. 3. 3g. Did 
Y COYnot Chriſt ſay to his Diſciples £ Joh. 15. 18,19. 
tac If the world hate you, ye Rnow that it bated me 
ands before it hated you. If ye were of the world, tba 
antsg urid would love his own : but becauſe ye aro not of , 
Abe world, but I have choſen you out of the world, 1 
there fore the world hatetb you. Matth. 10. 22. 
25 Ang ye ſhall be bated of all men for my names ſake. 
Wicked and graceleſs Perſons, often call evil 
Soo 00d, und good evil, put darkneſs for light, and 
'S A bt for darkneſs, Iſa. 5.20. They often hate, 
ned deſpiſe, revile the Truths and Ways of CHRIST; 
and the Perſons who profeſs and walk in them. 
Even the Way of Trutb, is ſometimes evil ſpoken 
im, 2 Pet. 2. 2. A good Converſation in Chrif, is 
# ſometimes falſely accuſed, — and Perſons Re- 
rah proacbed for the Name of Chriſt, Pet. 3. 16. & 
4. 14. *Twas ſaid of Chriſt, Luk. 2. 34. This 
Child is ſet for the fall and riſing again of many 
in Iirzacl, and for a 0127 which ſhall be ſpoken a- 
gainft. Yes indeed, many have ſpoken againſt 
Chriſt, bis Truths, and his profeſſed Followers. 
Pal. 2. 2. The Kings of the earth ſet themſelves, 
and the Rulirs rake counſel together, againſt the 
Led, ard int bis anointed. Chriſtians were | 
15 | once | 
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6 m Honourable, not ſbanefil, 


once by way of Contempt called, the Sec of 
Naearenes, Acts 24. 5. The Jews at Roms ſaid 
of Chriſtianity; Acts 28. 22. This Sed, we know? 
that every where it is ſpoken againſt, That way 
in which the Apoſtle Faul Worſhip'd GOD, the 
wicked Fews call d Hereſie, Acts 24. 14. Paul 
himſelf, that eminent Apoſtle, and ſpreader off 
of the Goſpel ; was in Contempt and Spree called 
a Babler, a peſtilent Fellow, a mover of ſedition 
thro out the world; one that would have turn 
the world upſide down, Acts 17. 6, 18. C 24. 5, 
He, and other Preachers of the Goſpel, were 
Reviled, perſecuted, defamed, made as ihe filth of 
the world, and the off ſcouring of all things, 1 Cor. 
4. 12, 13. Wicked Men would have ſilenc'd 
*em, forbad em to Preach: they baniſh'd 'em, 
expell'd em their Coafts, Acts 5. 40. & 13.50. 
And much ſuch treatment, the true Prophet H! 
of God under the Old Teſtament met with. They 
were Reviled, perſecuted, and bad all manner of 
evil ſpoken againſt them falſely for Chriſt's ſake; 
Matth. 5. 11. Evil, all manner of Evil ſpoken 
againſt them, and fe/ſely ſpoken, yea, and for 
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Chrift's ſake, for the ſake of their owning and fen 
practiſing the True Religion. The Sainte are 1 
e 


ſometimes made a pozing ſtocꝶ by reproaches and 
offlitions —— a Spetlacle to the world, and 10 
Angels and to Men, Heb. 10. 33. 1 Cor. 4. 9. Me! 

THEY are ſometimes gaz'd and wondred at, ne 
counted as Madmen( Acts 26. 24.) others thin f 
ſtrange that they will not run withibem, into tbes 
Jane exceſs of Riot, 1 Pet. 4. 4, 


SOMETIMES they're Jeer d, Mock'd and 
Scoffd at. They have trial of cruel mocking s, 
| Heb, 11. 36. They Mocked the Meſſengers of 
God, deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed his Fripiets, 
2 Chron. 36. 16. . 
SOMETIMES by Flatteries, by feig ed re- 
tences of Truth and Love, the Wicked enicas 
wvour to [7/nare them, and draw them from Duty, 
[With feigned words they would make m rchundiſe 
of them, 2 Pet. 2. 3. There's the fleipht of men, 
4. 5jend cunning croftineſs whereby they lye in w4tt to 
werel deceive, Eph. 4. 14. They do the Devil's Work, 
Tin ſtriving to lind their minds, and turn bt in 
Ewa from the Faith, 2 Cor 4. 4. Acts 12. 8,10, 
ned THE Wicked ſometimes Threaten the Saints, 
o affright them from their Duty. The Ap ſtles 


& of 
aid 


Fo. rere Threatened by the ſews, Ads 4. 21, 29. 
bers The Jews Threaten d. that if any man did con- 
hey that be, (viz. our Lord Jeſus ) ws Chrit, 
To of * ſhould be Paul 0 of the ſynagogue, Joh 9. 22. 


Dur Lord ſaid to His Diſciples, Luk. 6. 2 2. 5 
Wed are ye oben riey ſhall bate you, and when they 
for all ſeparare you from their company, an ſhall 
and feproach you, and caſi out your name as cvil for 
8: [on of men's ſake, Such Treatment as this, 
he Saints often meet with from the Wicked. 


ents, to divert Perſons from Duty, or render 
{ at, he Truth O17oxs to them, Joh. 7. 48. Hure 
hint of ihe Rulurs or thariſzes believed on him, 
the s if they'd ſaid, the Rulers and Phariſces, thoſe. 
Ff Chief Note and Eflce among us, tiave Vet 


ME: . ny 


o Suffer fat CHRIST. 7 


THE Wicked ſometimes uſe Torlar Argu- 


Jou in their ſynagogues, The Saints are ſome 


Jus Chriſt, Rev, 12.9, 17, 


ogy TT (( . 
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8 It's Honourable, not ſhameful, 


 Believ'd in Chriſt; and why ſhould you? What, 


Do you know better than the great ones among}! 
us? Indeed, Not many wiſe men after the flcſh,ite 
not many mighty, not many noble are called, 1 Cor. i to 
I. 26, So, it may be ſome will plead, if you 
ſhould take up with theſe Dottrines and Pradtices 
( that is, ſincerely Believe and Obey Chriſt, tho 
they won't thus Expreſs it,) you'll Act diffe- 
rently from what your Fathers have done ; you'll 
loſe the Favour and Eſteem of your Friends and 
Neighbours ;it may be you may be hurt in your 
Secular Trade and Buſineſs, Cc. ? 
SOMETIMES the Wicked Inflict great Hard- 

Ships and Evils on the Saints, for Righreouſneſ, 
fake. Sometimes they take away their Libert 
and Impriſon them, Acts 5. 18. They /aid thei 
bands on the Apoſtles, and put them in the commo 
Friſon. Many of the Saints were put in Priſon 
Acts 26. 10. Sometimes Corporal Puniſhment: 

are inflicted on them. Matth. 10. 17. They wil! 
deliver you up to the Councils, and they will ſcourge 


times /ſporled of their Goods; their Perſecutors{ 
take away their Eſtates from them, Heb. 10. 24. 


Nay, many of the Saints have been pur 10 Deail 
for Righteouſneſs ſake, They were Stoned, wer Y, 
fawn ajunder, were tempted, were ſlain with tht of 
ſword, Heb. 11. 37. The Dragon, that is, the n 
Devil, makes war with them that keep the Con. H. 
mand ente of God, and have the teſtimony of Fel . 


THE th 


Chat THE plain, faithful Preaching of the Goſpel, 
land Adminiſtring the Ordinances of it; directly 
tend to ſhake and overthrow Satan's Kingdom, 
to turn men from darkneſs to light, rem the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may be Par- 
doned, Sanctified, Saved for ever. The Devil 
therefore does all he can by raiſing up wicked 


liffe-Unſtruments, to oppoſe the Goſpel of CHRIST. 


He ſtirreth up his Inſtruments, to Belye, Re- 
vile, Reproach, Perſecute the Truths and Ways, 
the Servants and Followers of Jeſus Chriſt. No 
wonder then, if true Chriſtians meet with Suffer- 
ard. ings, with Abuſes, Oppoſitions, Injuries from 
the Wicked for Righteouſneſs ſake. 


Therefore in the next place, 


thet 

nmol —  _. 3 

iſon@ , z IF we do meet with Sufferings for the ſake 
nene F Religion, we ſhould not be aſhamed. We ſhould 
never be aſbamed of CHRIST the great GOD 
_ SAVIQUR; nor of ary of His Truths, Com- 


# mands, Ordinances, or faithful Servants. Our 
Lord JESUS who was perfectly Sinleſs & Holy, 
BK was yet Bely'd, Defam'd, repreſented as a Wine- 
bibber. Glatton, as a Deceiver and Impoſtor , 
yea He was called Be/2ebub, that is, the Jrince 
of Devils. Nay at length, the Jews with Wicked 
hands did Crucify and d/1y Him. But notwith- 
ſtanding all the Reproaches, Abuſes, Sufferinęs 


nor aba med of, declaring the Truths and doing 
the Will, of His Eterns] Father wioſent Him. 


to Suffer for CHRIST. 9 


He met with; yet He was not diſcourap'd from, 


532 le 


Truths, and obeying the Laws of GOD; not- 


10 I' Honourable, not ſhameful, 2 


He endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the fliamg, Heb. Poſt 
12. 2. He ſo deſpis'd and contemn d, all the he 
Contempt, Scorn, Shame they could pofſibly Ne 
bring upon Him; that He went on boldly and Ror 
couragiouſſy in the way of Duty, even to the For. 
Suflering of Death. Iſa. 50. 6, 7. Igave my back Nba. 
to the ſmiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked Wb: 
off the hair: Ihid not my face from flame & jpit- Fron 
ting. For the Lord God will help me, therefore Jo a 
Hall I not be confounded; therefore have I ſet | 
any face like a Flint, and I know that I ſhall not be 
efhamed. All that the Devil and his Inſtruments 
could do, could not pojhbly ame nor fright our 
Ele ſſe Lord JESUS, from any part of that Work 
which His Father ſet Him about. Well, we 
ſhon!d fo/low (Chriſt's fleps, and walk as be alſo 
walked, 1 Pet. 2. 21. 1 Joh. 2.6. The more 
cpen, beld, ſteady we are in, profeiſing the 


withſtanding all the Reproaches, Abuſes, Oppo- Fer 
fitions we Can meet with from Men or Devils; aſd 
{) much the more we are lie to CHRIST, uh Wha 
endured contralitiin of fenners againft himſelf, pw 
Fich. 12. 3. The Example of CHRIST ſnould he: 
animate us, to an »zndaunred ſtedfaſineſs in adhe- Pf i 
ring to the Truth. 2 Tim. 1. 8. Be not thow fjvas 
th.refore aſhamed f the teſiimony of our Lord, Ie 


nor of me his Priſoner { ſaid Paul to Timothy) but nd 


be 1 1 partaker if ihe fAlittion of the G9 fel, ac- nal 
corline to the pow r of God, Don't be aſhamed Pre 
ef tile Tectimony of CARIST, of His G Vel and © i. 
tac things therein contatned 3 aliho you may . 
| g polnubly 


eb. 
the 
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te Suffer for CHRIST. 17 


oſſrbly ſuſtain Afflictions for owning of them. 


The Apoſtle ſaid of On, ſiphorus, 2 Tim. 1. 16. 
e was not aſhamed of my Chain. And he faid, 
om. r. 16. I am not aſbamo of theGoſpel of Chriſt, 


or it is the power of God to Salvation to every one 
hat believeth, The Goſpel, truly Be/zev'd and 
Vbey'd, will bring Perſons to Salvation, ſave em 
rom Hell and bring *em to Heaven ; bring 'em 


o an Eternal Crown, Kingdom and g/0r20us In- 
eritance. Since the G pe is thus Excellent 


and Precious, ſurely we ſhould never be med 


pfFit ; tho the Devil and his Inſtruments ſhould 
aiſe up all imaginable Reproach, Oppoſition, 
Lage and Perſecution againſt it. Tho the Gel 

as, to the Fews a /iumbling block (they took 
Offence at it) and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, (they 


Beſpisd it as a ridiculous, nnphiloſophicel Doc- 


rine)) 1 Cor. 1. 23. Yet ſays Fau!, I am not 
ſhamed of it. (Phil. x. 17. ) 1am ſet for the de- 
ence of the G:ſpe/. When others contradided 


Wd blaſphemed theGoſpel ; this did not make him 


ſhamed of it, he did not /neak and rink from 
dwning it; no indeed, but the Oppoſition ra- 
her rais'd his Courage and Zeal for the Defence 
df it ; he waxed Bold; Acts 13. 45, 46. Tho he 
vas ſhamefullyinireated, yet he was b»ld tn preach 
ve Goſpel with much Cotention, ( 1 Theſ. 2. 2.) 
and was not aſhamed, 2 Tim. 1. 12. He met with 
nany Oppoſuions and Abaſes from Men, for 
Preaching the Goſpel; yet ſaid, None of theſe 
Hings move me, nelihor count I wy life dear unts 
py elf, ſo that I may finiſh my coarſe wich Foy. 
| He 


| 
| 
| 
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He was ſo far from being aſham'd of CHRIST, 
that he was ready to be Bound, yea to Die for 
his Name, Acts 20. 24.© 21. 13. The Apoſtles 
were Impriſon'd and Beaten for Preaching the], 
Goſpel ; and were they aſhamd of this? Nay 'tis 
ſaid, Acts 5. 41. They Rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for bis name. They 4 
were ſo far from being Inwardly aſhamed or diſ- 
conraged, that they reckon'd it an Honour openly 
and ſteadily to adhere to the Truth, notwith- 
ſtanding they met with ſhameful Treatment from 
others for it. When David was deſpis'd for 
Dancing before the Ark, for doing what he could 
to glorify G0 D; he ſaid, 2 Sam. 6. 22. I will 
yer be more vile than iÞus. Will others Deſpiſe, , 
Repreach or Abuſe ns, for owning the Truths, 
and Ways, and Miriflers of CHRIST? Then 
let em Mock on, we ſhould not be aſhamed, diſc 
couraged or ſrighied by all they can do; but 
ſhould rather P y 'em, as decerved Tools emp 
ed by the Devil to oppoſe CHRIST. We ſhould BS. 
endure hardneſs as good Soldiers of Feſus Chrift, My; 
Twould be very fooliſh, wicked and dangerous 
too, to be bid of CHRIST and His Ways 
before Men. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST, at 
the laſt Day will come down from Heaven in 
brighteſt Glory, accompanied with all His holy 
Angels, to Judge the World. Ie muſt all appear 
bej ore the Judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
And how will He deal with Men when He comes? 
Why He has already declard in His Word, fay-. 
ing, Matth. 10 33. i beſoever Hall deny me before 

zu n, 


to Suffer for CHRIST. 13 


IST, B-zen, him will I alſo deny before my Father 
Joer lab ich is in heaven. So, Mark 8. 38. Whoſoever 


[TIES . herefore hall be aſbamed o me and of my wor ds, 


the in this adulterous and ſinful generation, of him 
" USNuJ/o ball the ſon of man be aſhamed, when be com- 
were Beth in the glory of his Father with the holy Angels. 
hey urely, we ſhould obey GOD rather than Men; 
diſ-Ywe ſhould not fear them who can do no more than 
enly W211! the body, ſo much as GOD who can deſtroy 
1th-Woth Soul E body in Hell, Matth. 10. 28. If we 
rom /affer, we ſhall alſo reign with bim; if we deny 
 forB.im, (that is CHRIST) He will deny us, 2 Tim. 
ould 2. 12. If we endure to the end, we ſhall be ſa- 


ESUS the glorious ſupream Judge, to be a- 
2d of us, to deny and condemn us in the Judg- 


nent Day, would be ten Thouſand times more 


rad ful and terrible, than all the ſcoffs, Aowrs, 
apuſes, perſecutions which Men and Devils can 
Poſlibly load us with in this World. So, to have 
this glorious ſupream Judge for our Friend, to 
own, honour and reward us in the view of the 
©} whole World at the laſt Day; will yield incon- 

UN ceivably more Foy and Gladneſs, than all the 
In Friendſhip, ſmiles, bonours, favours which Men 
can pollibly heap on us in this World. The gates 
"call of Hell ſhall nit prevail againſt Chriſt's Church. 
; His Enemies do but &4ick againſt the pricks, they 
zes e ſhall be made His footſtool, and be broken as 4 


them Read, Lſol, 2. & Hal. 110, Hal 7. 11, 12. 
6 . Therefore, 


_ "= 
„ 
R 8 4 

WO 
"© * 

; ""- 8 
1 i * 

ode 


1 0 


* 21 

» 
o * 
5 


potter veſſel, if Repentance prevent not, Let 


kingdom of heaven. Blelſed are ye when men ſhall 
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Therefore, tho we Suffer for being Chriſtians a, 
that is, for Frofeffong tbe Truths and Obeying tht R 
Laws of -— rap yet we ſhould nor be o/hamed\.. 
B £ = 
4. WE ſbould glorify GOD on this behalf. 
If we do meet with Sufferings for Righteouſueſyſ] , 
lake, we ſhould bear them Fatientiy, with hum z, 
ble boldneſs and firmneſs of Mind; we glori, 
GOD when we do thus. 1 Pet. 4. 14. 1f ye ba 
reproached for the name of Chrift, happy are ye, 
for tbe ſpirit of Glory and of God reſieth upon you 
On their part be is evil ſpoken of but on your par 
be is glorified The Saints glorify GOD, in pa- 
tienily bearing Perſecutions. Yea, if GOD's all- 
governing Providence ſo order it, that we auser 
as CHriſtians, and we're enabled without ſhame, 
even with a Heady bold neſs to bear thoſe Suffers 
inge; we ſhould g/orify GOD, thank and praifel 
Him for thus favouring of us. GOD puts Hon 
on us, when Men caſt Shame on us, for Right - 
ouſneſs ſake. We ſhould thank and glonfy GO, 
for ſtrengthening us to bear ſhame for His Name; 
and fo ſtrengthning of us to walk in the way to 
Everlaſting Blejjedneſs. Jam. I. 2, 3. My Bre- Ire 
tbren, cqunt it all Foy when ye fall into divers l 
temptations; knowirg this, ibat the trying of your | 
faith worketh patience. Rom. 5. 3. We glory in 
tribulation. Our Lord Jeſus ſaid to His Diſciples, 
Matth. 5. 10,—12. Bleſſed are they that are perſe- 
cated for Righteouſneſs ſake 5 for thetrs is ig 


revile you, and perſecute you, end ſball ſay all 


— 
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Wanner of evil againſt you falſely for my ſake: 
REJOICE and be EXCEEDING GLap, for great 
it your reward in beaven, The Apoſtle Ferer 
batf id, But and if ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, 
| happy are ye, and be not afraid of their terror, 
ell either be troubled, — it is berter if the will of 
od be ſo, that ye ſuffer for well doing, than 
Jr evil doing, 1 Pet. 3. 14, 17. C Ch. 2. ver. 
V, 20. This is thank worthy if a man for Conſci- 
ence toward God endure grief, ſuffering wrong= 
fully, — if when ye do well, and ſuffir for it, 


1408, 
g Thu 
1med 


Phil: 1. 28, 29. And in nothirg terrified by your 
adverſaries, which is to them an evident token of 
perdifion, but to you of ſalvation, and that of God. 
to you it is given on the behalf of Chrift, 
"not 07 4 to btlieve on him, but alſo to ſuffer jot 
4 bis fa c. It's a Gift of GO D, to be enabled fin- 
rely & patiently to bearSyfferings for CHRIST; 
Moſe who has Suffer, have an evident Token of 
Sdalvation. and they ſhould g/orify G O D on this 
behalf. The Apoſtle Faul, was in labours mise 
abundant, in firipes above meaſure, in priſons more 
Jrequent, in deaths oft; and then ſaid, 1f I muſt 
needs glory, I will glory of the things which con- 
cern mine Infirmities, — Moſt gladly therefore 
will I rater glory in my Infirmities, that the pow- 
Jer of Chriſt may reſt upon me. Thereſcre I take 
pleaſure in Inſirmities, in reproaches, in necelſi- 
es, in ferſecunons, in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake: 
Nor when IT am weak, then am I ſtrong, 2 Cor. 11. 
. 20 & 12.9, 10. Ft, then, if at any time 
= | | 105 


Je rake it patiently, ibis is acceptable with God. 
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we Suffer as Chriſtians, let us not be . 40 


[ 

t. IT. 0 caſh FO I? Piers Chriſtians;| f 
and get ro Heaven, If we would be Chriſtians ?! 
Indeed and in Truth; we muſt deny our ſelves, B 
rale up our croſs and ' follow Chriſt, Matth. 16. 245 N 
The Kingdom of heaven Suffers violence, an the 
violent rake it by force, Matth. 11. 12. hel F 
mzaning is, we muſt be in good earneſt about 
Religion, about the welfare of our Souls, np 
Strive to enter at the ſtrait, Gate, and nat be 


We muſt cut off a right band, Pare. out 5 righell # 
eye, ( Matth. 5. 29, 30.) that 18, N - 9 
and ſubdue our moſt bel»ved:Lufts 0 4. 


* 
*. 


6ns ; muſt prize CHRIST; His Service and 
vour above all other things. . Chriſtianity is con 
par'd to running of a Race, W. reſtling, + Fight: 65 
theſe Exerciſes contain Difficult in them. | 
Lord Jeſus ſaid, Luke 14. 26, If any man 2 70 
me, and bate, not bis Father, and Mother, and 


MH ife, and Children, and n ant 85 er's, ſh 
yea, and his own life alſo, be cannot be. * I 7 8 


plc. It does not mean, that we "ſhould 1 real 75 
Hate theſe Relations; j but we ſhould. Love 10 
CHRIST more than them, Iattb. 20, 37. We hb 
muſt Love CHRIST above our rack clas 
tions, (Deut. 13. 6, ---10. ) above our Liber 


ties, worldly Honours, . and * out 17 


; * 6 


F to Suffer for CHRIS PT. 17 
a = tod ; elſe we can't be His true genuineDit- 
A YVciples, intitled to Heaven. We ſhould eſteem tlie 

Reprbach of Chriſt, greater Riches, than the tre e- 
I ſores of Egypt; and ſhould chooſe rather to Suf- 
iantz] fer affiition with the people of God, than to enjoy 
kians ehe plraſures of fin far aſeaſon, Heb. 11. 25, 26. 
Toes, But theſe things are not Eafy to Fleſh and Blood; 
6.2% Day indeed they're ſo Difficult, that nothing but 
be me Grace of CHRIST in the Soul, can enable 

| Perſons to break thro and over them. 1 


2. WE ſhould not think ſtrange of Difficulties 
tf bell in n way 10 Heaven, 1 Pet. 4. 12. Beloved, 
way. bine ot flrange, concerning the fiery trial that 
ib #8 10.8 you, as tho) ſome ſtrange thing bappened 10 
oe, don't wonder at theſe things as tho 
ere New and ſurprizing ; they are not ſo, 
alice of the Devil, the Ignorance and 
ons ickedneſs of Men; have from time to time op- 
ine oed CHRIST, His Truths and Ways, and 

Un brought fery Trials, Hardſhips, Sufferings on 
His faithful Followers. Iftherefore we Suffer as 
Chriſtians, we ſhonld not think it Strange, we 
ſhould not take Offenceat the Croſs of CHRIST. 
Our, Saviaur has fore-warn'd His Diſciples, that 
they might be fore-armed ; He has told em, in 


tbe world they Hall have tribulation, and He has 
thus told em, that when it comes they might not 
ela be Offended, Joh. 16 3, 2, 23. Ful faid, Fut 
BY Bt man ſhould be moved by th e afliftions , for 
our 377 ſelves know, ibu we are appointed thereunto. 


M Hor verily when we were with. jon, we told you 
1 <C 2 1 ef er C2, 
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before, that we ſhould ſuffer tribulation, even as it 
came to paſs, and ye know, 1 Theſ. 3. 3, 4. Iris 
thro much tribulation,we muſt enter into the Ring - 
dom of God, Acts 14. 22. If we think we ſhall 
meet with nothing but Proſperity, and ſmiles 
from the World, while we're walking in the way 
to Heaven; we do but deceive our ſelves. It's 
true, the ſincere exerciſe of Grace and practice 
of Duty, gone the moſt ſolid Joys and Com 
| Forts in reflecting on them, (2 Cor. 1. 12.) and the 
greateſt inward Joys are often met with, under 
the greateſt outward Sufferings, ( Heb. 10. 34. 
2 Cor. 1.5. ) Yet weſhould not flatter our ſelves, 
as tho we were not liable to Suffer for Rightey 
ouſneſs ſake ; nor ſhould think ſtrange if ſuch 
things ſhould happen. The Perſecuting\$pint 
that was in Cain againſt Abel, has been n or 
leſs Active ever ſince ; and will continue M 
leſs ſo far as obſtrutted by that Divine Po 
which Refrains the wrath of Man, and Chain 
up the roaring Lion of Hell, at pleaſure, W 
act moſt Wiſely for our own Benefit, when ſtea- 
dily Obedient to CHRIST; tho' in the face of 
Difficulties and Dangers, Read, Mark 10. 29, 
r Tr OR 

2. IV E ſhould arm our ſelves with holy Reſo- 
lation and Patience, if we would ever get to Hea- 
Ver, We ſhould ſit down and count the Coſt ; 
we ſhould firmly think, *tis the moſt Dutiſ ul, 
Horourable, Frofitabie thing that can pe Fon 
tently to Truſt in CHRIS J, univerſally and per- 


petually to Obey Him, Firmly believing this, 


—— EE Ins 


to Suffer for CHRIST. +=" 


ſhould go on with unſhaken Reſolution in the 
7 of Duty, notwithſtanding all the Shame, 
roaches,: Perſecutions we can poſſibly meet 
h in this preſent World. Paul counted all 
gs but loſs C dung, that he might win Chriſt, 
I. 3. 8. CHRIST is the Paarl of great price, 
chief of ten tbouſand ; to pleaſe Him in this, 
enjoy Him in the next. World, ſhould be 
chief deſire and endeavour. Therefore we 
uld Jay aſide every weight, and the fin that ea- 
beſets us; and run with patience the race 
before us, Heb. 19,1. We ſhould keep Faiib 
ue, exerciſes; tha be ſubſtance of things ho- 
arb evidMce of things not ſeen ; it ſees 
whos invjſible, it has reſpeli to the recom. 
BY reward ; and will quicken Perſons to En- 
o the end that they.may be ſaved, Heb. 11. 
27. What can weloſe by following of 
T? at moſt, nothing but the Tranfitory 


yments of this preſent World, and our Bo- 
Lives, (we can't loſe more than theſe for 
_ Fake d theſe we muſt ſoon part with, 
ther follow CHRIST or not. On the 
er hand, if we neglect CHRIST, do not ſin- 
Ay take Him as our Prince and Saviour; 
agbe Wrath of GOD will continue and abide 
Me ſhall loſe our Souls, miſs of Heaven, 
be turned into a burning Hell for ever, 
re the W orm dicth not, where there b weep- 
and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. But, if 
ſincerely Truſt in, Serve and Obey CHRIST 
vithſtanding all Sufferings we may ſuſtain for 
| | ENS His 
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Sufferings imaginable, in following CHRIST 


weigh the ſame, Rom. 81 
Ik this preſent time, are not ort to 
"8 the glory that ſhall be revealed in us. 2 CM. 
| For oar light afflitions which are but for a nivyer 
ſhall work for us a far more exceeding and 41 b 
nal weight of Glory, | 2 
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